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Consisting of news articles from 2010-02-15 to 2010-02-19

Local Notices

Service for exoffenders & people at risk of offending
What do you want us to achieve collectively in 2010-2011?
Please spread the word about HSCF, help us get 100 new members this year (only 12 to go)

Local News
Banksy art to be saved but future of Foundry uncertain
832 beds to be lost in NE London- plus £500m savings

Local Events
Service users event re personlisation

Wider News
New VAT helpline to save charities money
Charities demand an end to political point-scoring as care crisis looms
Charity prosecuted on lone working
How to get more older people online
Disabled children and their families let down by court ruling
Lambeths Co-operatives & Asset transfer model of local government
Merger for London-based learning disabilities charities
Hospitals more likely to close in safe seats
Sector bodies to present big offer to Alistair Darling
Charities recruiting migrants as volunteers might gain access to European funding

Funding Opportunities and Tenders
up to £35k over 3 years for volunteering-
up to £25k for community learning champion initiatives
Up to £14k for digital media projects deadline 28th Feb
Provision of cycle training tender - Haringey
Big Challenge fund for 16-25 yr olds camapiagning will open April
tender - NESTA _ learnning partner for national evaluation of Age Unlimited
£1000 for 16-25 year old individuals creative project
Learning Trust adult & community tenders
Bid for Workshops in Hackney - adult learners week

Jobs and Volunteering
Volunteering Development Coordinator
Joint Commissioning Officer - Disabilities - LBH
Library Network Supervisor - LBH

Courses and Training
Whose voice is it anyway? ILP Conference 2010
CV WRITING TIPS AND INTERVIEW PREPARATION SKILLS , FREE TRAINING FOR VOLUNTEERS

Publications and Websites
Implementing Change that Doesn’t Cost the Earth
Serious threat to independence of advice and advocacy charities, says report
Gov produces Vetting & barring Scheme myth buster
Carers UK urges more support for carers to avoid crisis
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Government News
29m4freedompass - epetition response

Consultations and Surveys
NAVCA response to NHS Constitution - This affects you if you are funded via NHS
IPPR anti-poverty project wants examples
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Local Notices

Service for exoffenders & people at risk of offending

Hospital & Prison Action Network

Hospital and prison action network (HPAN) programme is a problem solving programme
aimed at tacking crime and reducing young people reoffending, via early invention.

HPAN believes that most of the young people turn to crimes due to lack of emotional and
physical support. We at HPAN believe that if the after care support is in place, this will help
to reduce the level of crimes

We offer training, education, provision of workshop, one to one counselling, befriending,
and advice

o] Befriending

o] Benefits Advise

o] Counselling

o] Training/Education
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Contact

Contact: Counsellor Grace

HCVS, 84 Springfield House,
5 Tyseen Street, London. E8 2LY
Telephone: 0207 923 1962 / 07534152877

Or Nathaniel : 07508213888

E-mail: hospitalandprsionaction@yahoo.com

Register Charity name Hospital & Prison Ministries: Charity number: 1109003

Trade as: Hospital & Prison Action Network

What do you want us to achieve collectively in 2010-20117?

Come along to a half day workshop on the 4th March to discuss what we can do
collectively as health, social care, wellbeing & prevention groups to help us get thrugh the
next couple of tough years.

The debate is on the 4th March - 9am - 1pm please email hscf@hcvs.org.uk if you would
like to book a place. If youcan&#39;t make it but want to join the debate post your
comments online here

Please spread the word about HSCF, help us get 100 new members this
year (only 12 to go)

If you find this newsletter useful please forward to a colleague or partner organisation.
We want to ensure that all staff & volunteers working in Hackney have access to quality
information about local policy , training etc.

We would also really like get 12 more members before the end of March ... just because
then we will have 100 people sign up since April 2009 (which would double our new
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membership of the year before)
Thanks
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Local News

Banksy art to be saved but future of Foundry uncertain

Popular Shoreditch pub and art gallery still seeking new home
Glenn McMahon
Tuesday 16 February 2010
Jonathan and Tracey Moberly, who set up the Foundry in 1998

While the debate rages over whether two &Isquo;Banksy&rsquo; artworks on the side of
the building should be saved, the Foundry&rsquo;s future remains uncertain.

When Hackney Council approved planning permission, on Wednesday 3 February, for the
venue to be demolished and replaced with a 17 storey hotel, they stipulated that two
Banksy pieces, on the side of the building, should be retained for display in the borough.
But this week, Banksy was reported to have said, &ldquo;lt&rsquo;s a bit like demolishing
the Tate and preserving the ice-cream van out the front.&rdquo;

The council has also refused to recognise the popular Shoreditch pub and gallery as an
Arts, Culture and Entertainment (ACE) venue, which would have meant that
&lsquo;adequate replacement&rsquo; premises would have had to be found, blaming the
leaseholders for not applying for the relevant status.

Bill Drummond, formerly of &rsquo;90s music act KLF, said, &ldquo;Over 2000 exhibitions
and scores of other events have been shown at the Foundry, way beyond that of any other
art establishment in the borough, none of which dipped into the public purse.
&ldquo;lt&rsquo;s another example of the council being unable to recognise art when they
see it.&rdquo;

The council&rsquo;s position has angered Jonathan Moberly, who set the Foundry up
with his wife Tracey in 1998: &ldquo;They go on about saving Banksy&rsquo;s work, but
nothing about saving us,&rdquo; he said.

The Foundry&rsquo;s lease will end in April but the Moberlys hope to relocate nearby.
The hotel&rsquo;s developers, Park Plaza Hotels, have pledged to help with any move,
but are not required to do so.

Council policy states: &lsquo;The council resists the loss of an arts, culture and
entertainment venue unless satisfied that an adequate replacement will be made.&rsquo;
&ldquo;If the council resists the loss of an ACE venue, why did the council not assist the
Foundry in making such an application or make them aware that an application needed to
be made?&rdquo; said Moberly.

The controversial project has brought condemnation from many quarters, including
English Heritage, local residents and the arts community.

The council has been accused of breaking their own planning policies, as the site falls
inside a conservation area and outside an area reserved for tall buildings.

English Heritage said in their assessment of the £100 million project that there was no
justification for a building of this nature and that it went against local, national and regional
legislation.

Oliver Bullied of Shoreditch Conservation Area advisory committee, who is not opposed to
the demolition of the existing building, said that the group&rsquo;s comments have been
ignored.
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&ldquo;Removing the existing building is not enough of a reason for change. We need to
get the right decision for the long-term future of the site.&rdquo;

However, the council said that the development&rsquo;s design and use of materials
contributes to the conservation area.

Referring to the site being outside a &Isquo;tall building area&rsquo;, the council said that
the site can be seen in the &lsquo;context&rsquo; of Old Street and Old Street roundabout
where there are buildings which have been consented to, of up to 39 floors.

At the 3 February meeting, planning committee member CllIr Linda Smith said,
&ldquo;Whaté&rsquo;s the point in having a conservation area if you say: because you can
see big buildings down the road, it&rsquo;s okay to build them here?&rdquo;

The planning report stated that &lsquo;numerous objections are not grounds for refusal in
planning termsé&rsquo;.

However, not everyone objected to the plans.

Resident and Safer Neighbourhoods representative, Philip Kenyon, said,
&ldquo;lt&rsquo;s a fantastic achievement for the area and will replace a scruffy mess.
&ldquo;[The hotel] won&rsquo;t attract the usual binge drinkers but people who will spend
money in the local boutiques.&rdquo;

According to the plans, the hotel is expected to create up to 450 jobs, some of which are
earmarked for Hackney residents.

The council will also receive around £1 million in contributions from the developer to pay
for additional public works.
£150,000 of this is for a public art scheme which will be &lsquo;designed and
delivered&rsquo; by the developer.

However, Robin Priestley, who lectures on public spaces and planning at Central St
Martin&rsquo;s Art College said, &ldquo;l have little faith that this will be able to recreate
the atmosphere, sense of ownership and open policy that the current venue
provides.&rdquo;

Architects Squire and Partners said they hope to commence work as soon as possible
with the hotel opening in 2013.

Source Hackney Citizen

832 beds to be lost in NE London- plus £500m savings

Fog clears on NHS massacre -Source Morning Star
Monday 15 February 2010 John Lister
London&#39;s NHS could face £5 billion worth of cuts over
the next few years. The future of a third of the capital&#39;s 16,000 hospital beds, many
front-line clinical services, several whole hospitals and thousands of health workers&#39;
jobs are at stake.

Primary care trust bosses have been linked up into five secretive "sectors" holding
confidential meetings to hatch proposals.

Broad facts and some of the details are clear, even though NHS London has stubbornly
refused to publish the secret McKinsey briefing on which many of the planned cuts are
based.

So hats off to the British Medical Association which has broken the silence of
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London&#39;s health unions and publicised the scale of the threat.

It has even called a public meeting on February 25 to kick off a campaigning response
across the capital.

BMA London Region has published a report researched for them by yours truly,
London&#39;s NHS On the Brink, which sounded the alarm warning that many of its
members&#39; jobs are at risk along with thousands of nurses, professionals and support
staff.

Since the report was first drafted at the end of October, the situation has become even
more Sserious.

North-east
North-east London has set the pace, publishing a consultation document saying little or
nothing in concrete terms at the end of November, but then sneaking out a 192-page "pre-
consultation business case" on the Health for North East London website just before
Christmas, trusting that none of the media would be looking.

The business case would leave the seven boroughs of north-east London with just two
"major acute" hospitals, one at the Royal London in Whitechapel (part of a joint £1 billion
private finance initiative scheme with Bart&#39;s) and one out in Romford, 17 miles away
(another PFI hospital).

Under the scheme 832 beds would close, including over 200 at the new Bart&#39;s and
London Trust - in buildings that have not yet even been completed.

Other hospitals in the sector would be downgraded to "local hospitals" (Whipps Cross,
Homerton, Newham) or virtually closed (King George&#39;s in llford, which is projected to
lose 444 of its 496 beds, with the sell-off of two-thirds or the site and £6m set aside for
redundancies). There is already a vocal campaign up and running to defend King
George&#39;s.

But it&#39;s not only hospitals, with a £500m combined efficiency saving required for
them to stay afloat, that will feel the squeeze.

Community services, primary care and mental health could all be subjected to
competitive tendering designed to slash between £200m and £500m from spending. Other
services will simply be "decommissioned."”

Health workers are very much in the frame for the cuts. Hospitals would face a 3 per cent
per year reduction in the "tariff" that determines how much they get paid for patient care.

And with soaring overheads and income sharply reduced, trusts would be forced to seek
economies by sacking doctors, nurses and support staff.

The north-east London business case looks to cut up to 37 per cent from nursing costs
and up to 43 per cent from spending on doctors.

Other overheads are to be cut by over a third - a particularly severe problem for trusts
which have any large-scale PFI borrowing, as they are committed to decades of index-
linked service payments regardless of the trust&#39;s ability to pay.

But if north-east London has been the first out of the blocks it just gives an idea of the
type of thinking to come from other sectors of London and the rest of the country.
North-west
North-west London has tried to keep the details of its proposals under wraps, but leaked
documents show it is planning to cut back from nine district general hospitals to just three
"major acute hospitals,” one of which is certain to be St Mary&#39;s in Paddington.

This leaves up to six busy hospitals facing a downgrade to "local hospital” status - and it
is already clear that Hounslow&#39;s West Middlesex, Ealing and Central Middlesex

© Health and Social Care Forum 2007
84 Springfield House, 5 Tyssen Street, London. E8 2LY 8 of 37
Tel: 020 7923 8361 Fax: 020 7275 8577



City & Hﬂcknlly

hsc

Health & hdul Care Forum

WOW W hsci org.w k

Hospital in Park Royal are prime targets for downgrading.

South-west
In south-west London leaked pages of the proposals which are being held back from
public view show that just one hospital - St George&#39;s in Tooting - will be designated
"major acute."

Kingston, Mayday in Croydon and St Helier hospitals are all facing a downgrade with
loss of services. A local south-west London campaign is launching this week, as health
unions attempt to link up and defend all the services at risk.

North-central
North-central London is already embroiled in a big fight over the shotgun marriage
between two inner-London trusts, Hampstead&#39;s Royal Free and Islington&#39;s
Whittington Hospital, with the likely closure of the Whittington&#39;s accident and
emergency unit.

More service cuts are planned at the already reduced Chase Farm in Enfield.

Where London leads, the trusts follow Outside the capital the plans seem to be at a more
tentative stage. Figures collated by London Health Emergency (LHE) from strategic health
authority (SHA) websites show targets for "efficiency savings" - aka cuts in spending -
totalling £15 billion in seven of the 10 SHAs.

LHE estimates suggest that the remaining three SHAs could bring the total to £20 billion
or more.

With 15 per cent of the English population London seems set to suffer at least 25 per
cent of the spending cuts, with cuts averaging £670 for every man, woman and child in the
capital, compared with a likely England average of £400 per head.

But the ideas that have emerged seem to be broadly similar. The SHAs have agreed on
the scale of the cuts required and appear to be working to very similar rules as McKinsey,
although one or two SHAs hotly deny this.

Some offer an interesting phrase here and there - NHS North West has talked of "world-
class decommissioning."

One common thread around the country is the push to switch large numbers of
outpatient appointments and the least serious accident and emergency cases out of
hospitals and into supposedly "cheaper alternative settings."

But there is little if any evidence at all that such a huge reorganisation is either physically
possible or in any way cheaper than using existing hospital facilities.

As if to remind us of the potential extra costs, Sir Richard Branson is reportedly dusting
off his previously shelved plans for a network of lucrative Virgin "polyclinics" to be leased
to the NHS, while the running costs of new, super-sized health centres on the model
proposed by Lord Darzi are reportedly "jaw dropping,” being many times the cost of
conventional GP services.

While some SHAs have so far given no hint of how they will seek their "efficiency
savings",,the urgency of the situation is growing. The election is just 10 weeks or so away,
and immediately afterwards SHAs, primary care trusts and trusts will again be obliged to
focus on balancing the books.

A new report from management consultants Tribal suggests that front-line NHS hospitals
could face staggering combined deficits of around £7.5 billion a year by 2015, requiring a
15-20 per cent improvement in efficiency just to break even.

The brutal market and economic forces unleashed within the NHS by new Labour&#39;s
"reforms" coupled with the spending squeeze are forcing trusts to drive down costs at the
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same time as they reduce hospital activity volumes. The combination could question the
viability of "a significant number" of hospitals, warns Tribal.

In Leeds, Leicester, Derby, Slough, Portsmouth and London, and in a growing list of NHS
trusts hundreds of jobs at a time are being axed as improbably large cuts are imposed
over the next 12 months. Leicestershire Hospitals alone are attempting to cut £58m of
spending at over £5m per month, with 700 jobs to go.

This is the wake-up call. The phoney war has only weeks to go. Many of today&#39;s
secret plans will be action plans after May 6. They have been kept under wraps because
PCTs know how unpopular they will be - they can be challenged and defeated if the public
are told what is happening.

It&#39;s time for health workers, their unions, local campaigners, politicians, pensioners
and community groups to get up, out and fighting to defend our NHS against the biggest
cuts it has ever faced. And let&#39;s all thank the BMA for getting the message first and
passing it on.

John Lister is information director for Health Emergency
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Local Events

Service users event re personlisation
PERSONALISATION

Paul Knipe Local Authority Communications Manager will be speaking about the
Transformation of Adult Social Care in Hackney, get the opportunity to ask him questions!

HEALTHY LIVING

Nansia Gatopoulou City & Hackney Stroke Services Manager will be speaking about how
you can achieve this and reduce the impact of hypertension

TO RESERVE A PLACE (AS SPACES ARE LIMITED) OR TO FIND OUT MORE
CONTACT: HEATHER ST LOUIS 020 8438 0725 hstlouis@mssociety.org.uk

FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2010

1PM

Refreshments available

Follow the link below for location details

Graeae Theatre Company
http://www.graeae.org/page/contactus
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Wider News

New VAT helpline to save charities money

from NCVO websiteCharities are to get help making sure they claim back all of the VAT
they are entitled to with the launch of a new helpline this week.

UK charities pay more than the best part of a billion pounds in VAT each year, much of
which they can legitimately reclaim but many find the rules too complicated and so lose out.

NCVO and accountancy firm Saffery Champness have teamed up to run a new
telephone and email helpline to support and advise charities on what VAT they must pay
and what they can reclaim.

The service is free to NCVO members with an income of less than £100,000. NCVO
members with a greater income get the service for half price.

Standard charges for the service range from £100 to £500 a year and charities can call or
email as many times as they wish during this period for advice.

Richard Williams, director of enterprise at NCVO, said: &ldquo;This is another valuable
benefit for our members that could save them thousands, if not millions, of pounds.
Britain&rsquo;s VAT rules are extremely complicated meaning many charities lose vital
funds because they simply don&rsquo;t realise they are entitled to reclaim all or parts of
some VAT payments.&rdquo;

Russell Moore, a partner at Saffery Champness, is one of the leading VAT advisers to
charities and not-for-profit organisations in the UK.

He said: &ldquo;lt has never been more important for charities to ensure their
irrecoverable VAT is kept to the absolute minimum.

&ldquo;Numerous charities and not-for-profit organisations have already materially
benefitted from our specialist team&rsquo;s expertise. Our new helpline service will
provide a quick response to assist charities in the complexities of VAT rules and
regulations.&rdquo;

Saffery Champness has secured VAT repayments in excess of £40m in the last three
years alone and it advised The Children&#39;s Society on its landmark VAT high court
victory in 2005, which is estimated to save the voluntary sector £100m a year.

NCVO continues to campaign for more straightforward and fair VAT rules for charities.
The matter was raised with Angela Smith, Minister for the Office of the Third Sector, last
month (January) at a recession summit hosted by NCVO.

Charities wishing to find out more information and/or register for the service should email
charityvat@saffery.com

Read more about the new service

Chatrities demand an end to political point-scoring as care crisis looms

From The Times

February 15, 2010

Shadow Health Secretary Andrew Lansley in the Politics Show studio in London with
Health Secretary Andrew Burnham on videolink
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Andrew Lansley, the Shadow Health Secretary, with Andy Burnham on The Politics Show
yesterday. The debate on care for the elderly descended into claim, counter-claim and
recrimination

Sam Lister, Health Editor, and Roland Watson, Political Editor

The elderly will start to be deprived of essential care in less than seven years unless
politicians can agree on how to tackle the issue, charities will warn this week.

The pressure on families to look after their relatives will reach breaking point by 2017,
when the demands of the growing elderly population will outstrip society&rsquo;s current
capacity for care provision.

The research, by the London School of Economics (LSE) and commissioned by the
Department of Health, will be used this week to show the urgent need for politicians to find
a funding solution to the nation&rsquo;s care needs.

It comes as the row over care reform grew yesterday, with Labour and the Conservatives
accusing each other of sabotaging attempts to reach a cross-party consensus.

Responding to a letter from 18 charities to The Times calling for an end to political mud-
slinging, Andy Burnham, the Health Secretary, said that a non-partisan care conference
would be held this week. His invitation was rejected by the Tories, who said that Labour
was considering a 10 per cent &ldquo;death tax&rdquo; on estates to pay for care.

The conference, likely to be held on Friday at the Department of Health, will include key
figures from the voluntary sector, local government and social services. Norman Lamb, the
Liberal Democrats&rsquo; health spokesman, is expected to attend, leaving only Andrew
Lansley, the Tory health spokesman, absent.

Mr Lansley said yesterday that he would only attend if the Government dropped proposals
for a one-off levy on estates, called a &ldquo;death tax&rdquo; by Tories, which is one of
the ideas being explored to pay for home care. Mr Burnham said that the Tories were
spreading &ldquo;scare stories&rdquo; as a television debate descended into claim,
counter-claim and recriminations over the failure of cross-party talks.

At the weekend the 18 leading care organisations, including cancer and carers&rsquo;
charities, warned that all parties need to engage in a serious debate and agree a solution
to the &ldquo;unsustainable&rdquo; problem regarding funding care. In a criticism of the
Conservatives&rsquo; portrayal of the &ldquo;death tax&rdquo;, with the use of a
gravestone advertising campaign, the signatories said that reform should not be influenced
by political point-scoring. &ldquo;The costs of failing to act are simply too great to allow the
debate needed to be drowned out by party- political squabbling,&rdquo; they wrote.

This week Carers UK, the country&rsquo;s main membership charity for carers, will
highlight the pressure on the sector and how informal care, provided by children for their
parents, will not be able to keep pace with demand.
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The LSE work, conducted by the Personal Social Services Research Unit, shows that by
2017 this &ldquo;care gap&rdquo; will be the equivalent of 5,000 carers, rising to about
40,000 in 2022 and 85,000 in 2026.

While there is agreement between all political parties on the need for reform, the means of
funding it &mdash; whether compulsory or voluntary, and the varying contributions from
the State and individuals &mdash; remains vexed.

The issue exploded politically last week when it emerged that Mr Lansley and Mr Lamb
had held behind-the-scenes talks with Mr Burnham to see if they could reach a consensus
before the election campaign. Yesterday, when all three men appeared on The Politics
Show on BBC One, Mr Lansley was accused by Mr Lamb of duplicity because he had
been open to the idea of a compulsory payment only weeks previously.
&ldquo;He&rsquo;s not being straight,&rdquo; Mr Lamb said. Mr Burnham has dismissed
the possibility of a &ldquo;flat rate&rdquo; levy but admits that he is considering a
compulsory arrangement as part of Gordon Brown&rsquo;s planned National Care Service.

The Tories accused ministers of considering a 10 per cent levy on estates, on top of any
inheritance tax liabilities, upon death. Mr Burnham said yesterday: &ldquo;There are no
decisions taken on this issue. We&rsquo;ve got options on the table, we need to explore
those options.&rdquo; The fallout will ensure that the issue will be one of the most toxic of
the election campaign.

Charity prosecuted on lone working

Submitted by voluntarynews on 15 February 2010

The charity Mental Health Matters has pleaded guilty to failing to do all that
was reasonably practicable to ensure the safety of a lone worker, who was killed on a
home visit.
This particular case involved home visits to people with a history of mental health
problems. Solicitors Anthony Collins have a short item on some implications for reviewing
lone worker policies and procedures.

How to get more older people online

Silver surfers or silver e-mailers?

2010 February 15 tags: computer literacy, Digital Inclusion, older people, Race
Online 2012, technology by raceonline2012 A first task for anyone trying to get more of
the country online is to look at the older end of the age spectrum. According to Ofcom,
those aged 65 and over are less than half as likely to have a home internet connection
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than those under 65.

What encourages people in this age group to get online? Perhaps the common term
&rsquo;silver surfer&rsquo; is misleading, as it gives the image of people surfing the
internet for hours every day. Researchers from the University of Hertfordshire Business
School have been studying older peoples&rsquo; attitudes to the internet and have found
that the idea of sending and receiving e-mail appeals to them the most.

A focus on communication was picked up among people in this age group who are
already online &ndash; what they really love is keeping in touch with their closest family
members, especially those who might be hard to track down by phone. Children or
grandchildren living abroad are a good example of this, where the advantages of using the
internet to avoid long-distance telephone charges are also obvious.

We think that once people have taken advantage of basic e-mail communication, more
&lsquo;advanced&rsquo; internet usage will probably follow &ndash; be that social
networking, online shopping or watching TV online. E-mail should be a no-brainer from
which other things will follow.

It&rsquo;s this kind of research which is useful to people like us who are trying to get
people online, and it&rsquo;s always good to see.

Disabled children and their families let down by court ruling

Contact a Family is deeply disappointed at yesterday&rsquo;s court ruling rejecting a
challenge to the law which prevents disabled children under three claiming mobility
benefits.

Stephen and Wendy Meek, whose son Justin can&rsquo;t walk and is oxygen dependent
argued in court that the Department of Work and Pensions regulations contravened their
son&rsquo;s human rights.

But judge, Lord Brodie, at the Court of Session in Edinburgh rejected the claim.

Srabani Sen, Chief Executive of Contact a Family, said: &ldquo;We strongly believe the
current rules barring disabled children under three from claiming mobility benefits is unfair.
Around 7,000 of the most vulnerable disabled children in the UK are affected by this rule.

&ldquo;Families with severely disabled young children are often left housebound because
they don&rsquo;t get help towards travel costs. Some children need to travel with bulky
and life-saving equipment. It is not down to their age that they have mobility difficulties.
And yet their families have to struggle without the mobility benefit for three years before it
can be paid.&rdquo;

Stephen and Wendy Meek began their legal challenge in 2005 when Justin was just a
baby. They had to take him to hospital 150 times during his first year and paying £500 a
month for the use of a disabled taxi service was financially devastating.
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Srabani Sen added: &ldquo;Despite the result we applaud the Meek family&rsquo;s effort
Source Contact a Family

Lambeths Co-operatives & Asset transfer model of local government

The future for local aut
is it John Lewis or easyCouncil?
&bull; Labour in Lambeth plans to give residents more say
&bull; Ideas include running borough assets as co-ops

Allegra Stratton Political correspondent The Guardian, Thursday 18
February 2010

For the last few years Steve Reed, leader of Lambeth council, has surveyed a dismal
financial landscape in which he is supposed to keep on providing the same services with
20% less funding. Increasingly he has eyed the disparate network of community groups
working wonders with nothing but free time.
He rated the network so highly that he even pushed to give it a lot of that diminishing pot of
community money lying in the council&#39;s vaults.
After a four-year process, the £6m Lilian Baylis old school will soon be owned by a local
community trust. The council has also set up what it believes to be the first community
land trust in an urban area, and hopes a patch of land beside a railway will be turned into a
shared-equity housing estate.
Reed believes getting users involved in providing services will save money eventually.
Mimicking the most famous example of this, he is trying to create what he is proud to call
the first "John Lewis" council, bringing himself into direct conflict with Conservative
councillor Mike Freer in the more affluent north London suburb of Barnet, where they are
pioneering t